
   

 

Open Hear ts ,  Open  Minds ,  Open Doors 

¶ Sunday Service 10:00am 

¶ Coffee & Fellowship 

Following Service 

¶ Bible Studies 
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¶ Vacation Bible School 
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¶ Much, much, more! 
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  Pastor Joyce Will Be On a Medical Leave  

Monday February 5 ð end of April  

 

I have a letter from the insurance company approving my 

surgery, so if all goes according to plan I will be having total 

hip replacement on Tuesday February 6 th and will be on a 

medical leave for 3 months.  

 

Retired ministers Rev. Shirley Nelson, and Rev. Kevin Dunn will be handling pastoral care needs 

and preaching most Sundays.  Our Lay Leader, Jere Day will share a message with you some 

Sundays and the UMW will host a service at the end of February.  

 

The surgeon has told me to plan to take 3 months off due to healing time and the fact that the 

surgery is on my right hip which is also the leg you need to drive.  He wants to be sure things are 

healed enough to ensure I can comfortably move my foot from the gas to the brake and back 

without discomfort or problems.  I could come back earlier than 3 months, but that will be     

determined as I heal.  Please make note of the information below:  

 

Pastoral Care Needs:  

Feb 5 th ð April 1 st  Pastor Shirley 218-750-0663 cell phone  

April 2 nd  ð April 30 th  Pastor Kevin   320-492-3425 cell phone  

 

Preaching Schedule:  

Feb. 11 th  Jere Day  

Feb. 14 th  At Zion Lutheran 10 am or 7 pm  Ash Wednesday  

Feb. 18 th  Pastor Shirley 

Feb. 25 th  UMW Sunday  

Mar. 4 th  Jere Day      No Communion  

Mar. 11 th  Pastor Shirley    Communion Sunday  

Mar. 18 th  Pastor Shirley 

Mar. 25 th  Jere Day      Palm/Passion Sunday  

Mar. 29 th Pastor Shirley    Maundy Thursday ð Communion  

Mar. 30 th  Joint Service with Trinity & Zion   Good Friday at Trinity or Zion  

April 1 st Pastor Shirley    Easter - Communion  

April 8 th Pastor Kevin  

April 15 th  Pastor Kevin  

April 22 nd  Pastor Kevin  

April 29 th  Pastor Kevin  

May 6 th  Pastor Joyce     Communion  



I ask you to pray for my family, a successful surgery, a quick healing process, for me to have     

patience with myself, the challenge of not doing ministry while I heal, and being away from all of 

you who mean so much to me.  

 

Blessings, Pastor Joyce <><  

 

 

While Pastor Joyce is Gone   

To make things easier there will be prayer request slips in 

a brown basket on the table in the Gathering Space for you to 

share your prayer needs with the person preaching that week.  

Before worship please fill out a slip with your prayer need 

and be sure to check your preference for the request to be shared publicly in the service or if you 

wish the person to keep your prayer private.  

After filling out the slip, place it in the prayer box found on the table and the person 

preaching will lift up the public requests and pray privately for those marked private.  

You may always contact the Prayer Chain  to lift up any prayer needs you have.  Please 

call Sue Olson at 320 -983-3497 and share with her your need and she will pass it along to the 

prayer chain ð the members of the chain keep all requests private and only share with those on 

the prayer chain.  

Also feel free to contact Pastor Shirley Nelson at 218 -750-0663 with any prayer needs.  

 

 

Soup Luncheons  

The theme this year is òThy Will Be Done.ó Drawing from Christõs    

prayer in Gethsemane, òThy will be done,ó these services reflect on 

the idea of seeking Godõs will in all aspects of our lives, especially 

during Lent, in terms of our identity, our dreams for the future, our 

worldview and our response to Christ the Crucified. Reflections will 

use the     biblical figures of Abraham, Moses, David, Mary, Paul and 

Lydia as insightful reference points to our own lives.  This will probably 

be the last year for this program and the schedule for the lunches will be as follows:  

2/21 @ Trinity Lutheran  

2/28 @ St. Louis Catholic  

  3/7 @ Zion Lutheran  

3/14 @ Milaca UMC  

3/21 @ St. Mary's Catholic  



Hands On Mission Opportunity: Pack Meals 

at FMSC 

 

Saturday February 17 th 11:30-1:30 pm   

at the Coon Rapids location  

 

We have agreed to send 10 volunteers to work to pack meals for starving children around the 

world.  Sign up on the sheet on the table in the Gathering Space.  

 

What makes Feed My Starving Children different  

Five important elements contribute to FMSC's missional heart and call to feed Godõs kids: 

 

Our Christian Mission - We believe Jesus Christ has called us to feed the hungry and serve those in 

need. Jesus is the reason that Feed My Starving Children exists. We strive to follow his calling every 

day in all that we do.  

 

Food is the Foundation - "Hunger is the world's biggest solvable problem." ð World Food              

Programme. We believe that food is the foundation for all other progress. To a starving child, 

hope can only truly begin once a reliable source of nutritious food has been established. FMSC 

produces three special MannaPackÊ meal formulas developed by food scientists to specifically 

stop malnutrition.  

 

Food Distribution Partners - FMSC does not have its own staff distributing food around the world. 

We donate meals to an exceptional network of missions and humanitarian organizations.  

 

Developing Sustainability - Food assistance is a vital component in the process of transitioning  

individuals, families and communities out of chronic hunger and poverty and into self -sufficiency.  

 

Volunteerism - Volunteers enable us to do what we do, every day. We couldnõt do this work    

without YOU. Volunteers pack all of our meals, and their donations pay for them. We donõt        

receive free ingredients or government aid. It takes both packing and donating to feed kids!  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Getting It Right as a Christian!  

By Jere Day  

 

What does it mean to be òGetting It Right as a Christian?ó I think that as I look at how Java and 

Jesus has evolved, it is shown what it can mean to get it right. When the youth and leaders hand 

deliver fliers and invitations to provide free food to all who want it and need it in the neighbor-

hood to come and share. When they show up to eat, listen to our simple songs and soft message 

about God - that is getting right!  

Our journey with Java and Jesus started as an idea I picked up at Annual Conference in 2011 - 

how to reach new people! Your neighbor in your community right outside your door - thatõs where 

to start! òFeed my lambsó Jesus said to Peter, and thatõs what we are trying to do- provide a 

good, healthy, free meal once a month. It is a warm feeling to experience new faces in the 

church. Some bring children and come more than once - some we only feed once, but hopefully 

our subtle message will soften their hearts and bring them closer to Jesus and God - or us- canõt 

beat that! The warmth inside from seeing people come back again and smile with us, is what 

makes it all worthwhile!  

We would like to encourage people to come eat or help welcome or set tables, or help with 

clean up after singing. Or you could be a warm friendly face and a good listener and help us 

sing a song and lift your voice in praise! It is then that we as Christians get it right in this church.  

 

Our next meeting and meal is February 11, 2018 at 6:00PM. Come and See!  



Methodist history:  

Controversy, Communion, & Welchõs Grape Juice 

A UMC.org Feature by Joe Iovino  

 

You are probably familiar with Welchõs Grape Juice, but you may not 

know it has ties to the history of The United Methodist Church.  

In the 1800s, churches faced a dilemma. To combat the epidemic of alcoholism, the     

temperance movement advocated total abstinence from all alcohol. In celebration of the   

Lordõs Supper though, the church filled the communion chalice with wine. 

Substituting grape juice seems an obvious solution. òFor us today it is such common       

practice. We donõt know any different,ó explains Adrienne Possenti, church historian at First United 

Methodist Church of Vineland, New Jersey.  

In the 1800s, however, that was no easy task. Raw grape juice stored at room temperature 

(home refrigerators were not available until 1913) naturally ferments into wine. This caused a   

problem for congregations not wanting to use anything containing alcohol.  

One solution was to squeeze grapes during the week and serve the juice before it             

fermented, but grapes were not readily available to every church.  

òLots of churches just didnõt have communion when grapes were out of season,ó reports 

Roger Scull, also a church historian at First United Methodist Church of Vineland.  

Some creative communion stewards chose to make their own unfermented sacramental 

wine. One recipe called for adding a pound of hand -squashed raisin pulp ñdried grapes ñto a 

quart of boiling water. Later in the process, the òwinemakeró was to add an egg white. Doesnõt 

that sound delicious?  

Some churches substituted water for wine. Many in the temperance movement declared 

water the only proper drink. Jesusõ miracle of turning water into wine at the wedding in Cana 

(John 2:1 -12) seemed to give the practice a biblical justification.  

Most churches, however, simply continued to use wine. Not only did it solve the storage 

problem, it resolved another issue. Many believed the biblical mandate called for the use of wine, 

and viewed the sacrament as an exception to temperance.  

Others claimed the wine used at the Last Supper must have been unfermented ñnot a 

widely held understanding today ñand insisted on receiving the same.  

In 1864, the General Conference of The Methodist Episcopal Church entered the conversa-

tion when they approved a report from the Temperance Committee that recommended òthe 

pure juice of the grape be used in the celebration of the Lord's Supper.ó 

Four years later, Dr. Thomas B. Welch became a communion steward at Vineland          

(New Jersey) Methodist Episcopal Church ñnow First United Methodist Church of Vineland ñand 

vowed to provide his congregation with an unfermented sacramental wine.  



òHe was so staunch in advocating not having anything to do with alcohol,ó Possenti states, òit 

was reported that he didnõt want to even place his hands on it.ó  

Before moving to Vineland, Welch had served as a Wesleyan Methodist preacher. Throat 

problems that sometimes made it difficult for him to speak curtailed that ministry. In this newly  

established community, advertised as having a òhealthful climate,ó he opened a dental      

practice.  

Always interested in science, Welch wondered if Louis Pasteurõs breakthrough techniques 

could be applied grape juice. He experimented to find a way to keep juice from fermenting.  

In 1869, he perfected a juice pasteurization process in his kitchen and began selling       

òDr. Welchõs Unfermented Wineó to churches preferring an alcohol-free substitute for             

Communion.  Unfortunately, the idea didnõt take off. After four years, Welch gave up this side 

business. 

Two years later, his son Charles convinced him to produce unfermented wine again. 

Charles offered free samples of the sacramental wine substitute to churches. He later published 

temperance magazines that advocated alcohol -free Communion. He also advertised the    

product with lines like, òIf your druggist hasnõt the kind that was used in Galilee containing not 

one particle of alcohol, write us for pricesó. 

At about the same time, the temperance movement and their concern over using         

fermented wine for communion, was gaining momentum.  

By 1876, members of the Womanõs Christian Temperance Union (WCTU) were refusing to 

receive the sacrament in churches using wine. The WCTU, organized in 1873, consisted largely of 

women from the Methodist Episcopal Church. Well -known Methodist Frances Willard served as 

their first secretary and second president.  

Then, the 1880 General Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church approved two 

changes to the Book of Discipline that may have been influenced by the work of the WCTU and 

the growing popularity of Welchõs Grape Juice. 

The first change provided an option. Churches were òto see that the Stewards provide    

unfermented wine for use in the Sacrament of the Lordõs Supper.ó Alcohol-free Communion was 

to be available in every church.  

The second change, however, made it effectively mandatory, òLet none but the pure,   

unfermented juice of the grape be used in administering the Lordõs Supper, if practicable.ó 

òBy the 1890s, annual conferences of the Methodist Episcopal Church began including 

ads for Welchõs grape juice in their published journalsó. 

Charles Welch summed up his dad and his lifeõs work in his will: 

Unfermented grape juice was born in 1869 out of a passion to serve God by helping His Church 

to give its communion òthe fruit of the vine,ó instead of the òcup of devils.ó 

Today, Welchõs is a multinational corporation offering a number of grape and other fruit 

products. It all started, however, with a communion steward in a Methodist Episcopal church 

who wanted a suitable, unfermented wine for Communion.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 !ÎÏÔÈÅÒ ÍÏÎÔÈ ÉÓ ÇÏÎÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÏÏÎ ×Å ÌÏÏË ÆÏÒ ÓÐÒÉÎÇȦȦ 

 7Å ÓÅÒÖÅÄ υυ ÌÁÄÉÅÓ ÏÎ 4ÕÅÓÄÁÙȟ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ρπÔÈ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ #ÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÏÎȢ 4ÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ ÓÅÒÖÅÄ Á ÂÒÅÁËÆÁÓÔ         

ÃÁÓÓÅÒÏÌÅȟ ÍÕÆПÉÎÓ ÁÎÄ ÆÒÕÉÔȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÅÎÊÏÙÅÄ ÉÔ ÁÎÄ ÁÓ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓȟ ÓÏÍÅ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÈÅ ÒÅÃÉÐÅȢ 7Å ÈÁÖÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄ ÏÆÆÅÒÉÎÇ ÔÁËÅ ÏÕÔ ÉÆ 

×Å ÈÁÖÅ ÌÅÆÔ ÏÖÅÒÓȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÒÅÁÌÌÙ ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÎÄ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÉÄÅÁȟ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÓÏÍÅÔÉÍÅÓ ÔÈÅÙ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÌÏÔ ÍÏÒÅ ÒÅÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÈÁÎ 

ÃÏÍÅȢ )Ô ÁÌÓÏ ÈÅÌÐÓ ÕÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÓÔȢ 

 /ÕÒ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ×ÁÓ -ÏÎÄÁÙȟ *ÁÎÕÁÒÙ ρυÔÈ ȟ -ÁÒÔÉÎ ,ÕÔÈÅÒ +ÉÎÇ *Ò $ÁÙȟ ÁÎÄ ÏÕÒ ÙÅÁÒÌÙ ÐÒÁÙÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÌÆ ÄÅÎÉÁÌ 

ÄÁÙȢ 7ÅÅ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÓÐÅÃÉÁÌ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ ÏÕÒ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇȢ 4ÈÅ ÙÅÁÒÌÙ ÄÁÔÅÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÓÅÔ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÌÅÎÄÁÒȢ 

 7Å ÁÒÅ ÓÅÒÖÉÎÇ #ÉÒÃÌÅ ÏÆ (ÏÐÅ ÏÎ 4ÈÕÒÓÄÁÙȟ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ρÓÔ ÁÔ :ÉÏÎ ,ÕÔÈÅÒÁÎ ÁÔ φȡππÐÍȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÈÁÖÅ ÇÒÏ×Î ÔÏ χυ ÔÏ 

ψπ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȟ ÓÏ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÍÏÒÅ ÆÏÏÄȢ 7Å ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÓÅÒÖÉÎÇ ÔÁÔÅÒ ÔÏÔ ÈÏÔ ÄÉÓÈȟ ÓÁÌÁÄ ÁÎÄ ÃÕÐÃÁËÅÓȢ 

 4ÈÅ 7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ #ÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÍÅÅÔÓ ÏÎ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ρσÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÏÕÒ #ÉÒÃÌÅÓ ÍÅÅÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÍÏÎÔÈ ÓÅÐÁÒÁÔÅÌÙȢ 'ÒÁÃÅ 3ÁÒÁÈ      

&ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ υÔÈ ÁÎÄ -ÁÒÙ -ÁÒÔÈÁ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ρυÔÈȢ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ςυÔÈ  ÉÓ 5-7 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÁÎÄ ×Å ×ÉÌÌ ÍÅÅÔ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ              

ÆÅÌÌÏ×ÓÈÉÐ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÅØÔ ÃÏÕÐÌÅ ÏÆ ×ÅÅËÓ ÉÎ &ÅÂÒÕÁÒÙ ÔÏ ÐÌÁÎȢ !ÌÓÏȟ ) ×ÉÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÓÉÇÎ ÕÐ ÓÈÅÅÔ ÆÏÒ ÓÅÒÖÉÎÇ ÃÏÆÆÅÅ ÁÔ %ÌÉÍ 

(ÏÍÅ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÎÔÈ ÏÆ -ÁÒÃÈȢ 7ÉÌÌ ÎÅÅÄ Ô×Ï ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÆÒÏÍ ρȡτυ-σȡππÐÍȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÆÕÒÎÉÓÈ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÅÁÔȢ 7Å ÈÁÄ Á ÖÅÒÙ ÓÍÁÌÌ ÇÒÏÕÐ 

ÏÆ ÏÎÌÙ ω ÌÁÄÉÅÓ ÁÔ ÏÕÒ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇȢ 'ÒÁÃÅ 3ÁÒÁÈ ÓÅÒÖÅÄ Á ÖÅÒÙ ÄÅÌÉÃÉÏÕÓ ÂÒÕÎÃÈȟ 

 0ÅÇÇÙ ÂÒÏÕÇÈÔ Á ÓÕÇÇÅÓÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÓÅÌÌ ""1 ÓÁÕÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÈÏÎÅÙ ÂÕÔÔÅÒ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ &ÁÒÍÅÒȭÓ -ÁÒËÅÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÆÁÌÌȢ )Ô ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÄÅÃÉÄÅÄ 

ÁÔ ÏÕÒ -ÁÒÃÈ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÉÆ ×Å ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÏÒ ÎÏÔȢ 

 /ÕÒ ÓÙÍÐÁÔÈÙ ÇÏÅÓ ÏÕÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 'ÉÌÂÅÒÔ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÓÓ ÏÆ +ÁÔÈÙȢ 7Å ÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ ρτπ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȢ 4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÁÌÌ 

ÔÈÁÔ ×ÏÒËÅÄ ÁÎÄ ÆÕÒÎÉÓÈÅÄ ÂÁÒÓȢ 

 ) ÐÒÅÐÁÒÅÄ Á ÌÉÓÔ ÏÆ ÏÕÒ ÃÁÌÅÎÄÁÒ ÄÁÔÅÓ ÆÏÒ -ÁÒÉÅ ÁÎÄ ÓÈÅ ÈÁÓ ×ÒÏÔÅ ÔÈÅÍ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÌÅÎÄÁÒ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÃÒÅÔÁÒÙȭÓ ÄÏÏÒȢ 

 +ÅÅÐ ×ÁÒÍ ÁÎÄ ÓÅÅ ÙÏÕ ÉÎ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȢ 

 

 5-7 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ 

 !ÕÄÒÅÙ "Ï×Å 

 



Birthdays: 

 υ-  $ÏÎÎÁ *ÏÈÎÓÏÎ 

υɀ "ÉÌÌ .ÅÌÓÅÎ 

όɀ 2ÁÎÄÙ 7ÁÌÂÒÉÄÇÅ 

υτɀ *ÕÄÙ 3ÔÅ×ÁÒÔ 

υχɀ 0ÅÁÒÌ *ÁÃÏÂÓÏÎ 

υϋɂ!* #ÏÕÇÈÌÉÎ 

φτɂ*ÏÙÃÅ 3ÔÏÂÂ 

φϊɀ $ÅÂ #ÏÃÈÒÁÎ 

φϊɀ 6ÅÒÎ 1ÕÁÍ 

Anniversaries: 

φɀ *ÅÒÅ Ǫ ,ÉÎÄÁ $ÁÙ 

ρρɂ"ÉÌÌ Ǫ 0ÅÎÎÙ .ÅÌÓÅÎ 

ρωɂ"ÒÁÄ Ǫ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉ "ÁÒÎÅÓ 

ςψɂ0ÈÉÌ Ǫ *ÏÙÃÅ !ÎÄÅÒÓÏÎ 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

February Calendar Items:  

1st ð Circle of Hope at Zion Church 

5th ð Grace Sarah Circle 

        Pastor Joyce Medical Leave thru April 30th  

7th ð Scripture Study at Trinity 10:30am 

        Red Brick Learning 3:00pm 

10th ð Girls of õ73 Tea 11:00am-3:00pm 

11th ð Java & Jesus 6:00pm 

13th ð Christian Women  

14th ð Red Brick Learning 3:00pm 

15th ð Mary Martha 

17th ð Feed My Starving Children 11:30am-1:30pm  

18th ð Newsletter Items Due 

21st ð Scripture Study @ Trinity 10:30am 

          Red Brick Learning 3:00pm 

 

 

 

 

 
 

25th ð UMW Sunday 

          Change Shaker Sunday 

          Puzzle Challenge 1:00pm 

28th ð Scripture Study @ Trinity 10:30am 

          Red Brick Learning 3:00pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Menu:  

Roast turkey, mashed potatoes & 

gravy, country trio vegetables, 

bread, stuffing,  

snickerdoodle cookie  

 

 

High Rise Meal  

February15th   

Seating 11:15-Served at 11:30, $4.00.  


