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December 2016

From the Pastor

This Advent season and through Christmas Day we are - - as

experiencing a new worship series based on Charles
Di ¢ k e nd s AChlissmasdarol . The resources | am

a Son s Gven

using are from a book called = The Redemption of Scrooge
by Matt Rawle and worship suggestions from The Worship

Design Studio. Our first Sunday went well, with a new

Advent song to |l earn, dramatic readings, an extenc
changes to our regular worship routine. | pray you will join us and bring others with you throughout
this season.

In the story of A ChristmasCarol as Scrooge is sl eeping, the ser
chaotically chime, and his dead partner Jacob Mar|
weighed down by heavy chains that have been forged with his miserly wealth. Marley says, that
he is restless, always traveling with an oOincessar

Part of Marl eyds punishment is the inability tc
too well during the holidays. There are seemingly countless parties, decorations, concerts, gifts to
wrap, stockings to hang (or threaten to take down
prepare.

On the other hand there is loneliness as well 8 memories of loved ones no longer with us, the
numbing silence of an empty house, the sadness of seeing giggling children you could never
have yourself.

Advent is to be a time of waiting, a spiritual
ence in the still small voice within a violent and hurried world. oBe still and know
the Psalmist reminds us in Psalm 46:10.

We can get so caught up in the hustle and bustle of Christmas that we forget the reason we
are celebrating. Waiting for something that has already happened is a curious practice. The
Advent season plays with our notion of time. The church gathers in the present, to ponder the
past, for a future hope. A Christmas Carol is a beautiful story for Advent because it is a tale in
which the past, present, and future all come together on one transformative night.

Blessings and See You in Church!

Pastor Joyce <><



December Worship Schedule

4th 8 Communion; Stewardship begins; Sermon -0 The Remembrance of
Christmas Past: Hope from Heartbreakd

11thdSermon do The Life of Chri st mas

Journgg Present : Look Upon Meo

,~t ﬁ' “‘..

L am L 6:00 pm Java and Jesus

18th 6 Sunday School Children Program:

0The Christmas Guest o

Potluck following worship

Watch movie OA Christmas Cal
Turn in your pledge cards

Return Change for Change bottles

21st d Wednesday 7:00 pm Blue Christmas Service here at Milaca UMC d this is a joint service with
Zion Lutheran Church and Trinity Lutheran Church and is open to the community (see description
of this service elsewhere in newsletter).

Christmas Eve Worship

Saturday December 24th at 4 pm

Luke 2:1-20, Isaiah 9:2-7

Sermon 0 The Redemption of Scrooge:
Keeping Christmas Well 6

Invite your friends and neighbors to attend this
service with you.

Donét forget to bring your chain slips to make t h

Christmas Day Worship
Sunday December 25 t at 10 am
Communion; Sermon 80 God Bl &@BwseilUg Onel! 6

Invite your friends and neighbors to attend this service
with you.



